AP English Literature & Composition

Course Overview
Prerequisite: 11th Honors Language Arts or teacher recommendation. Students without prior high school honors English experience are encouraged to consult with previous English teachers and the Advanced Placement English teacher regarding expectations.

Consistent with the curricular requirements described in the AP English Course Description, Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition is a senior level course designed to engage college-bound students in the careful reading and critical analysis of classical and contemporary American, British, and world literature. Through the active reading and discussion of a rigorous selection of works, students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide meaning and pleasure for readers.

This course prepares students for the Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition Exam. It is expected that by the end of this course, students will be able to draw on their reading and writing experiences in order to satisfactorily complete both the multiple-choice and essay portions of the exam. Depending on institutional policies, students who successfully complete the exam may earn college credit. 

Reading:
An extensive body of literature will be read and discussed in this class, which means you must effectively organize your time. In addition to the literature read in class, eight novels will be assigned to be read outside of class. You must keep up with reading schedules, as these works will serve as the basis for informed class discussions, argumentative and analytical essays and a variety of other assignments. You are expected to read vigorously and critically, and to read about the literature you have been assigned, paying particular attention to elements of style, structure, syntax, and meaning. You will be required to compile a two page study guide for each novel which should be added to a 3-ring binder. Maintaining a reader’s journal for each novel you read is recommended.

Works will be discussed and evaluated in terms of their social and historical contexts, as well as their contemporary relevance. Keep in mind that a work may yield multiple meanings and interpretations. There is rarely a wrong interpretation, provided you supply adequate textual support for your conclusions. When you write about what we are reading and discussing, you are making an argument with supporting evidence based upon a close reading and informed interpretation of the text.

I expect you to develop your own opinions about the adequacy of a work. It makes no difference to me if you like a work or not; you and I do not have to agree. What is important is that you are able to articulate what and how a text does. It is essential that you begin to develop your own critical judgments and standards in which to evaluate a piece of literature.

You will be provided with a list of common literary terms with the expectation that your writing and discussion will reflect the application of those terms when appropriate.

Writing:
Clear, authoritative, carefully proofread, and revised analytical and argumentative writing is the most important consideration of this class. You are expected to write with authority, which means writing knowledgably and confidently based upon a careful examination of a work’s textual details, being able to articulate the content and themes of a work, determining its purpose, being able to address the rhetorical strategies used by an author to achieve his or her purpose, and by making and explaining judgments about a work’s artistry and quality, and its social and cultural values.

Effective writing is not a casual process. It is a process whereby you plan, research, write, and revise as necessary. Emphasis is placed upon your continual evaluation and re-evaluation of your writing. Writing instruction and feedback are intended to help you develop as a writer. My written and verbal comments regarding your writing are intended to help you improve as a writer. Sample essays will be provided in which we will evaluate the effectiveness of the writing, noting attributes such as coherence, unity, precision, syntax, sentence structure and variety, appropriate use of subordination and coordination, logical organization, and stylistic maturity. Grammar, mechanics, vocabulary, and usage instruction will be provided as needed.

Writing will fall into two categories: critical and creative.

Critical writing is writing that will attempt to illuminate and evaluate the selections we read, whether novels, short stories, plays, poems, or non-fiction. You will produce expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. In these types of writing you will be expected to observe/document and/or make and explain judgments about a work’s artistry and quality, its social and cultural values, and its effectiveness. As such, your writing is an analysis and argument with supporting evidence based upon a close reading and informed interpretation of your reasoning. At least six timed in-class essays modeled after the argumentative essays found on the AP exam will be assigned each semester. 

In terms of creative writing, I will assign a five-page symposium in which you bring together Hamlet, Oedipus, and other characters from our reading into an imaginary conversation. This dialogue assignment is an attempt for you to synthesize three tragic works in terms of common themes, ideas, and relationships. For example, a conversational thread might be the subject of their fathers. If these three characters could meet and talk, what might they have to say about their relationships with their fathers? You will also be asked to write a satire in the style of A Modest Proposal (noting the excellence of Swift’s argument), a marriage proposal or polite rejection written in the comically formal style of Pride and Prejudice, and several pieces of poetry in which you attempt to imitate the style of poems we read throughout the year. Most of the creative writing assignments will require you to evaluate style and to produce a piece of writing that exhibits your understanding of that style. 

The attached rubric, adapted from the AP English Course Description, will be used to evaluate your writing and to provide you with feedback. Periodically, we will do peer evaluations, as you will grow as a writer by being able to evaluate and critique the writing of others in your class. Sample essays will also be reviewed as a means of informing and evaluating your own writing. 

Novels & Critical Argumentative Essays:

An analytical/argumentative essay is required for each novel read. Essays must include a works cited page with appropriate in-text parenthetical citations in MLA style. You may refer to Purdue’s OWL website for the most up-to-date style guide. You should not rely on online or Microsoft Word generators as these often do not reflect changes to MLA or corrupt proper formatting. For each novel, you will be provided with a set of prompts that ask you to address various aspects of these works. The prompts are written in the style of the prompts typically found on the argumentative essays of the AP Exam. Keep in mind that you are not summarizing these works. Your task is to analyze, interpret, argue, and speculate. What follows is a list of the novels we will read, discuss, and write about.

August and September – 
Grapes of Wrath
How to Read Literature Like a Professor
Beowulf: If Beowulf’s motivation is less than noble, does that make him any less a hero?

October – 
Oedipus Rex
Hamlet
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead
Heart of Darkness: Make an argument for the position that Conrad believes, given the right conditions, Kurtz could represent all of us.

November – Pride and Prejudice: From the Mr. Collins proposal chapter, discuss the methods Jane Austen employs to achiever her humorous effect. Explain how the first two chapters are a microcosm of the novel?

December – Wuthering Heights: Explore Gothic elements and metafiction within the novel.

January and February – Dubliners and Their Eyes Were Watching God: Explain the significance of setting to character development. 

March – Slaughterhouse-Five: Using Derrida’s theory of difference and deconstruction, explain whether Slaughterhouse-Five can be categorized as a postmodern text.

April and May –  Poetry


Discussion:

As a member of this class, you are expected to actively participate in class discussions. Discussion that dissects and amplifies a work and evaluates it in terms of its social and historical significance, as well as its value and application today, is essential for a full appreciation of literature covered in this class.

Turnitin.com:

Each student in this class is required to create a turnitin.com account. All essays written outside of class are to be submitted to turnitin.com. We will also use turnitin.com for peer-review and self-review assignments. 

Spelling and Vocabulary:

Spelling and definition tests will be given throughout the year.

Practice AP Exams:

Minimally, four practice APO Exams will be given throughout the year.

Literary Terms and Definitions:

You will be provided with a Literary Terms Handbook. Utilizing these terms in your writing and discussion, when appropriate, is essential not only to your writing development, but also to maintain clear communication. 

Grading:

A – 100-90 	B – 89-90 	C – 79-70	D – 69-60 	F – 59-0

Classroom Policies
Attendance:

I cannot stress enough the importance of your presence in this class. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class, marking both absences and late arrivals. Coming to class late, being unprepared by not having the proper materials, and sleeping or laying your head on the desk are all unacceptable behaviors. Furthermore, if you come to class without having completed the assigned reading or assignment you are “absent.” As with any job, being prepared and on time is vital to your success. Regardless of your reasons for an absence or a tardy, you remain responsible for all work missed. You will not be permitted to make-up work for unexcused absences.

Academic Integrity:

Students who cheat, falsify information, plagiarize, or copy the work of other students will be given a zero on the work in question with no opportunity for making up that work.



Cell Phones/IPods or other Techno Gadgets:

While I embrace the use of technology as a quick reference device or means to check grades in PowerSchool, the use of these devices during lectures, discussions, presentations, etc. demonstrates an emphasis on the device over the class, your peers, teacher, and self. Any electronic devise usage which amounts to such disruptions will be confiscated and turned in to the front office. 

Extra Help:

If you require additional assistance, please ask for it and make arrangements to meet during FOL, after school, or drop-in during Writing Center hours.

Make-up & Late Work:

In accordance with district policy – two days for each excused absence. All tests must be made-up on the day of your return.

Mutual Respect:

Much of this course involves heavy class discussion on literary works. Lively and thoughtful discussion is encouraged; however, I will not tolerate disrespect, intimidation, or harassment. Respecting the opinions and property of others is vital to your success in this course.

Final Word of Advice:

Keep everything! Preparing for the AP English Literature and Composition exam is a daunting task; every handout, assignment, or graded essay can prove invaluable in helping you succeed. I strongly recommend purchasing a three-ring binder (or two) and organize class materials (including graded assignments) so you can easily find information when necessary.   



Rubric for Evaluating Writing

9-8 – Superior papers deal thoroughly and well with the requirements of the assignment. They demonstrate close reading, understanding, and imaginative insight.

A. 	THESIS is clear cut, providing focus for the remainder of the paper; indicates a 
precise reading of the assignment or question; provides thoughtful judgment as a result of analysis; obvious and emphatically placed within a developed, and precise, entirely relevant introduction. [Standard D, E]

B. 	DEVELOPMENT is thorough, demonstrating clear and full unfolding of thesis, 
accurate and adequate support of thesis in examples, details, and quotations; indicates analytic ability and avoids mere summary. [Standard D, E]

C. 	ORGANIZATION is apparent at the outset and accomplished in unified, fully 
developed, relevant paragraphs. [Standard A]

D. 	COHERENCE is smoothly maintained between sentences and between 
paragraphs through a variety of means: using well-chosen linking words, key terms that refer to thesis, topic sentences with natural transitions, logical reasoning, pattern, progression, explanations. [Standard A, C, D]

E. 	DICTION fresh and original, correct and apt; clear, concise, and accurate; 
language is subtle and effective. [Standard A, C, D]

F. 	STYLE is achieved through a variety of sentence structures that effectively reinforce clear directive and purpose. [Standard A, C, D]

G. 	MECHANICS & USAGE superior, errors minimal in sentence formation, spelling, punctuation, agreement, pronoun use, idioms, etc. [Standard A]

7 – Good, but thinner version of 8-9 papers

A. 	THESIS clear; question or reading understood; point apparent within the introduction, but not so precise, outstanding or thoughtful.

B. 	DEVELOPMENT of thesis is full but somewhat aimless; adequate examples, but not superbly used. Essay avoids summary.

C. 	ORGANIZATION clear, but not clearly followed through; lacking in unity; some material extraneous though initially strong.

D. 	COHERENCE overall satisfactory with smooth flow between sentences and between paragraphs, but with some minor weaknesses.

E. 	DICTION clear, correct, but lacking in subtlety, excellence, or effectiveness; vocabulary weaker than 8-9’s.

F. 	STYLE lacks effective variety and maturity of 8-9 papers.

G. 	MECHANICS and usage excellent, errors minimal. 

Middle range papers

6-5 	Any paper that does not meet FULL requirements of the question or assignment is automatically a “5” paper. Since papers are evaluated for what they do rather than for what they do not do, a paper may be raised one notch for being exceedingly well-written.

A. 	THESIS expresses good judgment, but essay does not fully answer the question or cover the topic.

B. 	DEVELOPMENT partial, somewhat repetitious, lacking full support. More summary than unfolding of evidence.

C. 	ORGANIZATION indicated, but not clearly followed; unified, but underdeveloped.

D. 	COHERENCE weakened by lack of transitions; few or no topic sentences or leads picking up key terms in the thesis.

E. 	DICTION contains a few errors in idiom, lacks maturity or sufficient care, but 
clear.

F. 	STYLE rather elementary, occasionally awkward, indicating lack of 
subordinating techniques that reflect logical thought. 

G. 	MECHANICS and usage basically sound with occasional lapses causing awkward 
reading, ambiguities, or confusions. 

Lower range papers

4-3 	These papers are below standard performance for this class in either 
understanding of material or in writing performance. They contain one or more of the following problems.

A. 	THESIS lacking, or indicates major flaws in interpretation of the material or the 
assignment.

B. 	DEVELOPMENT promised, but not carried through; followed by summary rather than evidence; generalizations repeated without support, though even in this category generalizations should indicate fair comprehension.

C.	ORGANIZATION not set up clearly or not followed in a logical or understandable manner.

D. 	COHERENCE lacking; few transitions; paper difficult to follow because of omissions or poor connections.

E. 	DICTION not clear or correct; vocabulary and expression weak.

F.	STYLE immature, trite, full of inappropriate phrases or slang; sentence structure weak.

G. 	MECHANICS and usage awkward; errors frequent or gross; illiteracies and weak usage prevent communication.

2-1	A paper handed in with so many obvious errors, misunderstandings, or such flagrant carelessness that the paper deserves no serious consideration.
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